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Please choose the subject closest to that of your current research from the following:


ICUK Collaboration Development Fund:

Guidelines for preparing an Application for a

Partnership Grant 

Background

The aim of the ICUK Partnership Grant is to help UK and Chinese Universities to initiate or strengthen bilateral collaboration in knowledge transfer and technology commercialisation which will:

· Lead to PoC funding application;

· Lead to other UK/China academic, commercial or non-government organisation funding; or

· Have substantial social/economical impact in the UK/China

Typically, Partnership Grants are used to carry out initial collaboration, technical and marketing feasibility study.  Examples of the use of Partnership Grant funding include but are not limited to:

· Collaboration feasibility study: partner search, staff exchange in identification and preparation for the next stage of the project 

· Commercial feasibility study carried out by external consultant:

· Exploring the possibility of process scale-up for transferring a technology into a product

· Studying the current market acceptance to the proposed new technology/products /services

Wherever possible, Partnerships Grant projects should have defined outputs and deliverables.  This might be in the form of an application for further funding, (eg a Proof of Concept application), a prototype, a report that can be shared with other partner HEIs, or some other measure.

Priority sectors

Applications are preferred where the underlying technology can be applied in one or more of the following sectors: 

· Climate change, environment and energy 

· Nanotechnology and material science

· Space technology

· Infectious diseases 

· Stem cell and regenerative medicine 

but projects from other fields will also be accepted if they meet the other eligibility criteria.  

Eligibility

All applications should be made jointly between at least one UK partner HEI and one Chinese HEI.  Other UK HEIs are welcomed to participate provided the leading applicant is from one of the ICUK partner HEIs.  All Chinese Universities are eligible to join provided the assessment criteria are met.

The UK lead applicant must hold at least a lecturer or equivalent position in the ICUK partner HEIs. 

Only one Partnership Grant award may be made for any project.  There is no limit on the number of applications a lead applicant may make but they must be for clearly identified, discrete projects.

Funding available

The maximum amount available under a partnership grant is £15,000, although some awards are for considerably less than this.  Financial contribution from the Chinese partner(s) is welcomed, but not essential.

Applications

Applications are accepted throughout the year and will be reviewed by the ICUK executive team on a monthly basis.  The results will be announced after each ICUK executive team’s monthly meeting.  

The application form and guidelines for applicants can be downloaded form the ICUK website.  Applications should be completed fully and signed before submission.  All applications must be supported by the relevant partner ICUK Project Manager and applicants are strongly urged to consult their Project Manager at an early stage to confirm eligibility and suitability for a Partnership Grant.

Assessment process

The ICUK executive team will make one of the following decisions on submitted applications:

· Award grant

· May be re-submitted 

· Declined

The lead applicants at the UK institutions will be informed promptly of the executive team’s decision by the ICUK Project Manager and will be provided with feedback on the reasons for the decision.
Unsuccessful applications may be re-submitted but any such revised application should clearly address the issues raised by the ICUK executive team.

Assessment criteria

Funding will be provided to those projects which are judged by the ICUK executive team as most likely to lead to further UK-China collaboration and facilitate knowledge transfer and technology commercialisation of the joint research.  Positive outcomes from Partnership Grant may facilitate the subsequent application of the proof-of-concept fund (PoC). 

The primary considerations will include:

· The innovative nature and commercial potential of the project;

· The likelihood of the project progressing to a PoC application;

· The track record of the scientists and institution in the area of the proposed project; 

· The potential economic and social impact of the proposed project; and

· The overall value for money of the award

Applications are assessed on merit as they are received.  There is no allocation of funds to specific partner HEIs.

Financial restrictions 

Within the maximum of £15,000 awarded by ICUK partnership grant, research expenses may be used against any materials related to the research aspect of the award.  These may include subsistence for Chinese exchange staff, visa charges, police registration fees, postage, printing costs, books, reagents, computer software, and stationery for Chinese visitors whilst in the UK, fieldwork expenses and animal and plant licence fees; market research work carried out by third party consultancies.  However, computer hardware or any laboratory equipment is not included. 

Overhead costs, if charged, must be met from within the total award sum.

The following guidelines should be used in drawing up applications.  Any exceptional items should be explained and justified.

Patent review



expected to be in the range £3,000 - £5,000

External market review or

  commercial assessment


expected to be in the range £5,000 - £7,500

The allowances for travel and subsistence are:

Return flight UK-China


£800

Accommodation and subsistence
£100/day

Monitoring

The ICUK Project Managers will be responsible for liaising with the project teams, monitoring progress and reporting outcomes to the ICUK executive team.  
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